civilization modern civivilization, European civilization and
white civilization as synonymous. Ruth Benedict, in her
PATTERNS OF CULTURE, uses the four qualifying terms
as synonymous* Wiley, for instance, identifies white civile
zation with western civilization.1

Now whatever western may mean as qualifiying a civili-
zation, European has a geographical connotation, namely,
Europe; white has a racial implication, the Caucasian; and
modern refers to the time factor* Western Civilization is
thus the civilization of the white people of Europe in modern
times. And, by contrast, Eastern civilization is that of the non-
white people of areas other than Europe in ancient times. In
fact, Mahatma Gandhi himself called western civilization of
Europe as modem and contrasted it with the ancient, I e*
Indian civilization.

If the civilization of Europe in modern times is western,
what was it in ancient times ? Was it eastern 1 If we date
modern civilization of Europe at about 1750, what was it
before that date 1 If the alternative to western civilization is
eastern, then the civilization, of Europe before 1750 must
have been* eastern! Yet, it seems a contradiction to speak
of the civilization of Europe being eastern till 1750, and to
have become subsequently western. Western civilization is
said to be much older than 1750; in fact, Wissler said that
civilization suffered a schism into eastern and western at its
dawn in the paleolithic times, and that each civilization per-
sisted from that day to this day with its pattern intact. The
civilization of Europe has been western right through and not
only in modern times.

Similarly, if the civilization of Asia was eastern in ancient

1.   Davis and Barnes, INTRODUCTION  TO   SOCIOLOGY

'   '       p. 546-47,

34